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Topic: Mass Wasting & Wind and Deserts
· Mass Wasting – A geomorphic agent whose ultimate cause is gravity
· Classified based on how fast the object is being pulled down by gravity

· Fastest – Fall

· Falling

· Rolling down a hill

· Medium – Slide

· Mudslides/rockslides/landslides
· Landslides at the bottom of the ocean can make tsunamis

· Gravity vs. Friction

· Angle of repose – Critical angle at which gravity overcomes friction (so object slides)

· Angle of repose can be stopped (i.e., level plane)

· Slow – Flow
· Slowest – Creep

· Rocks down a hill

· Wind

· Mechanical weathering – Sheer force of wind can devastate material

· Wind is the most important geomorphic agent in hot deserts (equatorial latitudes)
· It rains in deserts, just not much (it’s rare and strong/violent)

· Wind moves sand around a lot

· Deserts are not completely covered in sand
· Deserts are mostly covered in regolith (dirt, rock)

· 10% of the Sahara Desert (largest desert, Northern Africa) is covered in sand

· 1/3rd of the Arabian Desert (sandiest desert, Arabian Peninsula) is covered with sand

Mass Wasting & Wind and Deserts Notes.doc
Instructor: Libarid A. Maljian
Page 1 of 1

