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Topic: Landscapes and Weathering
· We are studying Earth Science to explain why the Earth looks the way it does (landscapes) and to predict what it look like in the future
· Landscapes/Environments
· Terrestrial – Landscape on the surface of a continent

· Can be divided based on latitude

· Permafrost – Almost permanently frozen landscape (Most Northern)
· Tundra – Permafrost most of the year, but lots of life present in the summer (Northern Canada/Alaska)
· Tundra is not frozen all year round

· Mid-latitude Forests – Lots of trees, plant life, and animals

· Has seasons

· Savannas – No trees, lots of low lying plant life (grass/shrubs/small trees) (plains/prairies)
· Tropical forests/jungles – Lot warmer, lots of animal life (most of terrestrial life is in here)

· Hot deserts – Has little life

· High Mountaintops – like permafrost, glaciers are here

· Marine – Landscape at the ocean floor

· Transitional – Landscape where a marine landscape meets a terrestrial landscape (shoreline/beach)

· Geomorphic Agent – Things that change a landscape on the surface of the Earth

· Can erode away at landscapes

· Transport material to another location

· Build up another landscape

· Known as Gradation – Geomorphic agents do these (below)

· Degradation – Break down/destroy landscape

· Aggregation – Builds up a landscape
· Types:

· Wind
· Running water – Most important geomorphic agent

· Rivers and streams

· Ground water

· Solid water – Ice/glaciers

· Life

· Mass wasting – Gravity changes the landscape
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