Daniel Fischbach
Physics 203-001 – Earth In Space
9/27/04

Created on: 9/13/04

Topic: Minerals
· Minerals are inorganic

· Mineralogy – study of minerals

· Rocks contain more than one mineral

· Characteristics of minerals

· Color

· (impurities can change color – bad indicator)

· powder (streak) (better indicator)

· reflective ness (luster)

· metallic – high luster

· Hardness (can we scratch it?)

· mose scale (1 softest - 10 hardest)

· Some minerals will break at right angles
· cleaves – breaking at angles

· cleavage – what type of angle a mineral will break at

· certain types of minerals will break in certain ways

· fracture (mineral shatters)

· specific gravity = (density of substance / density of water)
· every mineral has a specific gravity and/or density

· magnetic properties

· taste

· smell

· earth is iron and nickel

· outer layer – crust (some iron and nickel)

· most iron and nickel is in core

· crust is made up of silicon (similar to carbon) and oxygen

· organic molecules - built on the carbon atom
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